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indignity, humiliation, the forenamed leaders have been confined to
solitary cells for one month. . . .
Maulana Mahomed Ali protests and demands like treatment.
The leaders in jail ready to obey all jail rides except those that
offend against their religion or against their sense of honour and dignity
as Indians or human beings.
The jail authorities were up to the last moment asked by the leaders
to refer the matter to Government but they refused to wait1.
It is evident that instructions have gone forth that the policy
of wise discretion is to give place to the policy of cast iron rigidity
of enforcement of prison rules. Imagine Maulana Shaukat Ali or
any of the high-spirited prisoners standing almost naked before
the jailor and in the presence of one another and submitting to
what to them must be a most humiliating examination. I can
understand the necessity and utility of such examination of con-
firmed criminals for whom alone the ordinary prison regulations
are framed, but it is nothing short of lunacy to enforce obedience
to such regulations on the part of men who apart from their poli-
tical agitation have been regarded as orderly citizens and in
some cases even as distinguished public men. To enforce some of
the present regulations in respect of such prisoners is hopelessly to
ignore the reality and to court trouble. Ordinary discipline must
be exacted from the best of men when they happen to be in
prison, more so when they court imprisonment. Discomfort of
jail life they must expect and cannot grumble at. Respect for the
jail officials must be exacted from them if they will not give it
voluntarily and gracefully. But discipline must not take the form
of humiliation. Discomfort must not be torture, and respect must
not take the form of crawling on one's belly. And therefore, on
pain of being put in irons, in solitary confinement or of being
shot, non-co-operating prisoners must decline even in the name of
discipline to stand naked before the jailor, must decline in the
name of discomfort to wear stinking clothes or to eat food that is
unclean or indigestible and must similarly decline even in the
name of respect to open out their palms or to sit in a crouching
position or to shout Sarkar ek hai or "Sarkar Salam" when a jail
official is passing. And if the Government is now intent upon
putting us through the fire in the jails and subjects us to physical
pains in order to bend us, we must respectfully decline to be
humiliated and must fall back upon God to give us strength to
withstand studied humiliation and to suffer physical tortures in-
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